
Lisa Rubin

46 Ossie Road

East Middlebury, VT 05740


November 16, 2021


Dear Select Board et al,


Please consider this community’s fervent wish to have traffic calming 
measures implemented on Ossie Road also known as Rte 116.  This 
stretch of road is owned by the state, and they can approve changes, but 
the city of Middlebury would be responsible for making the changes and 
paying for them.


The speed limit on Ossie Road was changed last year from 40 mph to 35 
mph.  I routinely see semi trucks, cars, trucks of all kinds tearing down the 
road.  It is a straight shot to Rte 7 and I think it’s hard for people to resist 
speeding as there is nothing to deter them.


Last week a neighbor told me she was almost run over while crossing 
Ossie Road.  Furthermore the school bus lets children out on this road. 
There is a desperate need for safety measures.


I know a flashing speed limit sign or a speed trailer are cost prohibitive.


Here are some relatively low cost traffic calming ideas we would like to 
propose:


1. Three way stop sign at the intersecting road Wilmar St.

2. One or two crosswalks

3. A sidewalk on the south side of the street

4. Speed cushions, which differ from speed bumps in that they have a 

very gradual slope so snowplows are not damaged.

5. Pinchpoints which narrow the roadway at a mid-block point. They can 

be combined with speed tables to create high-quality pedestrian 
crossings. They can also be used on low-volume, two-way streets to 
require facing motorists to yield to one another.




I am not a city planner so I am not aware of what other calming techniques 
could be employed cheaply.  But there definitely needs to be something to 
slow drivers down.  It is very dangerous.  And I think we all know we can 
put no price on a life.  I believe a study was done last year which helped to 
make the speed limit changes on Main St. and the addition of a digital 
speed sign that tells you your speed as you drive by.


I am happy to get signatures from the community if required.


I look forward to hearing from you.


Lisa Rubin

Concerned Tax payer


